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Public  Health  Department, 

P.O.  Box  No.  4, 

Council  Offices,  Thorne. 

August,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Thorne  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1953. 

This  has  been  a  year  of  solid  achievement.  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  (33.5  deaths  per  1,000  births)  which  for  the  first  time  in  history 
has  approached  the  national  figure  (26.8). 

When  one  considers  that  not  so  many  years  ago  Thorne  had  an  infant  mortality 
of  100  out  of  every  1,000  births  the  fall  has  been  truly  remarkable. 

Without  detracting  in  any  way  from  the  excellent  efforts  of  the  doctors  and 
nurses  engaged  in  infant  care,  one  of  the  most  important  factors  is  the  continued  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  mining  industry  by  which  the  children  are  nowadays  better  fed,  clothed  and 
housed  than  their  counterparts  of  ten  to  fifteen  years  ago. 

During  the  year,  58  children  were  born  prematurely  and  all  of  them  survived  the 
statistical  period  of  the  first  28  days  of  life — also  a  remarkable  occurrence.  Your  area  is, 
I  believe,  the  only  area  in  the  West  Riding  with  such  an  excellent  result  and  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  staff  engaged  on  this  work.  The  improvement  in  wages  is  also  at  work  in 
this  case  as  the  mothers  of  to-day  are  better  fed  as  a  whole  than  ever  before  and  healthy 
mothers  tend  to  have  healthy  children  who  are  more  resistant  to  disease. 

In  my  report  for  1952  I  drew  attention  to  the  continued  rise  in  the  notifications  of 
tuberculosis.  This  year  for  the  first  time  the  figure  shows  a  fall  from  that  of  1952.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  hoped  that  the  figure  will  continue  to  fall. I  have  no  doubt  that  your  efforts 
in  the  field  of  housing  have  much  to  do  with  this  welcome  change  of  events. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  area  now  for  years,  although,  as  in 
most  other  areas,  the  proportion  of  children  under  school  age  continues  to  fall  due  to 
parental  apathy.  I  have  no  undue  qualms  (contrary  to  many  medical  opinions)  as  the 
proportion  of  school  children  immunised  continues  at  a  high  figure.  If  we  can  ensure 
that  over  70%  of  the  total  community  remain  immunised  then  epidemics  of  diphtheria 
are  very  improbable  although  a  low  pre-school  immunisation  rate  will  probably  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  occasional  case. 

The  health  services  in  your  area  for  which  the  County  Council  are  responsible  have 
continued  in  a  satisfactory  manner  as  you  will  see  from  the  figures  quoted  in  the  report. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  once  again  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the  whole  of  the  Public 
Health  Staff  for  their  excellent  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  HIGGINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  1  —  VITAL  STATISTICS 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  THORNE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (Registrar’s  mid-year  estimate) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ... 


38,419 

33,240 

8,543 

£500 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

371 

311 

682 

Illegitimate 

16 

19 

35 

387 

330 

717 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population  . 

.. 

... 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .  . 

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

10 

6 

16 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

•  •  •  •  • 

Still-Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

12 

21 

Illegitimate 

3 

— 

3 

12 

12 

24 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  Weeks  of  Age:  (Inclu 

ded  in  the  above). 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

3 

4 

7 

21.6 

15.5 


21.8 

22.4 


Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  .  33.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...26.8 

4 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Thorne  Rural  District  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1953. 

(including  Infant  Deaths  under  1  year). 


Cause  of  Death: 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

Acule  Poliomyelitis... 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  stomach  ... 

,,  „  lung,  bronchus 

„  ,,  breast 

,,  „  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukemia,  Aleukemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  Angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 
Pneumonia  ... 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodemum  . . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea... 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  war  . . . 


Male  Female  Total 
6  4  10 

1  1 

2  2 

1-1 
1-1 

8  3  11 

3  2  5 

-  4  4 

-  1  1 

9  12  21 

1  -  1 

2  2  4 

11  16  27 

20  9  29 

3  14 

19  23  42 

6  3  9 

3  2  5 

10  5  15 

25  11  36 

2-2 
1  1 

112 
3  3 

3-3 
1-1 
15  10  25 

6-6 
5  2  7 

1-1 
-11 


162  119  281 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  Thorne  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  England  and  Wales 


8.5 

11.4 
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Table  of  Births,  Deaths,  Natural  Increase,  Infant  Deaths  and  Infant  Mortality  since  1938  : 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Natural 

Increase 

Infant 

Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 
England 

Thorne  and  Wales 

1938 

598 

251 

347 

37 

62 

53 

1939 

629 

295 

334 

49 

77 

50 

1940 

624 

314 

310 

47 

75 

55 

1941 

653 

325 

328 

55 

80 

59 

1942 

644 

285 

359 

44 

69 

49 

1943 

647 

305 

342 

40 

62 

49 

1944 

738 

250 

488 

39 

53 

46 

1945 

674 

234 

440 

38 

56 

46 

1946 

737 

268 

469 

31 

47 

43 

1947 

795 

321 

474 

53 

67 

41 

1948 

748 

288 

460 

48 

64 

34 

1949 

706 

296 

410 

43 

60 

32 

1950 

746 

289 

457 

31 

41 

30 

1951 

724 

300 

424 

30 

41 

29 

1952 

683 

305 

378 

30 

43 

27 

1953 

717 

281 

436 

24 

33 

26 

The  number  of  births  (717)  shows  an  increase  of  34  over  the  previous  year;  this 
brings  the  birth  rate  to  21.6  per  1,000  compared  to  20.5. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  was  15.5  per  1,000.  This  area  has 
for  many  years  shown  a  birth  rate  figure  of  5  per  1,000  over  the  National  Rate. 

During  the  year  there  were  281  deaths  compared  with  305  last  year,  a  reduction  of 
24.  This  brings  the  death  rate  for  the  area  to  the  low  figure  of  8.5  compared  to  9.1  the 
previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  remained  practically  unchanged  at 
11.4  per  1,000. 

Among  the  causes  of  death,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  accounted  for 
111  causes  out  of  the  total  deaths,  a  reduction  of  7  on  the  previous  year.  Cancer  (in¬ 
cluding  leukemia)  accounted  for  43  deaths  compared  with  47  the  previous  year,  and  lung 
disease  (apart  from  cancer)  accounted  for  53  deaths  as  compared  to  54  the  previous  year. 
There  has  been  a  slight  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  (10)  —  a  rise  of 
2  on  the  previous  year. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  there  have  again  been  no  maternal  deaths  attribu¬ 
ted  to  childbirth  in  spite  of  the  high  birth  rate. 
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INFANT  DEATHS,  1953.  —  Compared  with  4  previous  years. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

19  5  3 

Total 

Deaths 

Under 

1-2  months 

2-4  months 

4-6  months 

6-8  months 

8-10  months 

10-12  months 

TOTAL 

1  week 

2  weeks 

3  weeks 

4  weeks 

OJ 

to 

ai 

1/5 

o> 

o 

m 

o> 

05 

05 

Chest  Infections,  e.g. 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis . 

l 

l 

2 

4 

2 

2 

l 

13 

12 

6 

11 

15 

Prematurity  . 

l 

1 

9 

7 

6 

10 

Complications  of  Labour  . 

1 

3 

Gastro-Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

Congenital  Defect  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

7 

4 

5 

Asphyxia  . 

2 

4 

2 

Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions  . 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

2 

1 

Haemolytic  Disease  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pinks  Disease . 

1 

Post-Operative  . 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

l 

3 

3 

7 

2 

3 

l 

l 

24 

30 

30 

31 

43 

From  the  above  chart  the  total  infant  deaths  during  the  year  were  24,  thus  giving 
an  infant  death  rate  of  33.  This  is  a  remarkable  achievement  showing  a  reduction  of 
20%  over  the  previous  year. 

When  one  considers  that  in  1937  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  92  per  1,000  births 
the  gradual  fall  over  the  last  few  years  culminating  in  the  present  figure  of  33  is  truly 
amazing. 

I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  one  of  the  main  factors  contributing  to  the  fall  in 
the  above  mortality  rate  is  the  great  improvement  in  the  earnings  and  housing  conditions 
of  the  mining  element  of  the  community. 

As  a  subsidiary  factor  one  must  mention  the  excellent  work  of  the  nursing  staff 
who,  along  with  the  General  Medical  Practitioners,  supervise  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  especially  the  infants  and  children. 

The  children  of  the  area  are  to-day  better  fed,  better  housed,  better  clothed  and 
are  altogether  healthier  than  their  counterparts  were  ten  to  fifteen  years  ago. 

This  year  has  for  the  first  time  shown  an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Thorne  area 
which  approaches  the  national  figure. 

May  I  call  the  attention  of  all  concerned  so  that  there  may  be  no  relaxation  in  our 
efforts  to  maintain  this  year’s  achievement. 
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SECTION  2  —  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1953. 


DISEASE 

AGE  GROUPS 

< 

H 

O 

H 

Adm.  to  Hosp 

Deaths 

0-1  years 

1-4  years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

15-24  years 

25  years 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

11 

l 

18 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

21 

100 

34 

2 

157 

4 

2 

Measles  . 

11 

107 

70 

1 

2 

191 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

2 

9 

6 

1 

17 

35 

1 

15 

Dysentery  . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Erysipelas  . 

4 

4 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

3 

3 

3 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

* 

35 

225 

124 

1 

9 

28 

422 

16 

18 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  noted  that  measles  and  whooping  cough  still  con¬ 
tribute  the  major  problem  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  responsible  for  much  childhood 
illness  and  to  many  permanent  after-effects. 

We  have  still  no  satisfactory  method  of  control,  although  vaccination  against 
whooping  cough  is  still  on  trial. 

During  the  year  34  immunisations  against  whooping  cough  were  carried  out,  and 
of  these  three  contracted  whooping  cough,  consequently,  it  cannot  yet  be  said  that  we 
have  a  method  of  protection  as  certain  as  that  used  against  diphtheria,  where  once  again 
it  is  very  pleasing  to  report  the  absence  of  this  disease  from  the  above  table. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  1953  is  as  follows: 

Age  Group :  Pulmonary 

M.  F. 


0—  1  ... 
1—  2  ... 
2—  5  ... 
5— 10  ... 
10—15  ... 
15—20  ... 
20—25  ... 
25—35  ... 
35-45  ... 
45—55  ... 
55—65  ... 
65  and  over 


16 


20 


Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

3 

1  2 

2 
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during  1953: 

M.  F. 

1 

1  1 

1  2 

4 

6  4 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  ...  0.33 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  0.20 

As  mentioned  in  the  introductory  letter,  the  number  of  notifications  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  has  for  the  first  time  shown  a  fail  of  11  from  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Factors  responsible  for  this  welcome  change  are  the  improvement  in  contact 
tracing,  the  general  improvement  in  the  nutrition  standard  of  the  community  and  the 
improved  housing  conditions  which  are  now  beginning  to  have  their  effect.  If  this  im¬ 
provement  can  be  maintained,  and  this  is  dependent  upon  the  continued  prosperity  of  the 
mining  industry,  then  the  fall  in  the  above  figures  should  continue  in  the  years  to  come. 

There  has  been  a  slight  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  this  disease 
which  is  to  be  expected  from  the  rise  in  the  number  of  notifications  up  to  this  year. 

This  figure  will  eventually  fall  if  the  tendency  of  the  present  year  continues. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  continually  stressed  the  possibilities  of  affecting  the 
tubercukisis  death  rate  by  the  introduction  of  general  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  children. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  now  given  sanction  for  the  vaccination  of  all  13  year 
old  children  who  have  not  been  in  contact  with  the  disease  and  it  is  hoped  to  start  this 
scheme  in  this  area  in  the  near  future. 


SECTION  3  —  W.R.C.C.  SERVICES 

CLINIC  ARRANGEMENTS  (as  at  30.6.1954) 


ANTE-NATAL,  POST-NATAL 

Thome  : 

AND  RELAXATION  CLINICS 

Temperance  Institute,  Thorne 

Moorends  : 

Friday  afternoons 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Northgate,  Moorends 

Stainforth: 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Church  Road, 

Thursday  ,, 

1.30  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Stainforth 

Dunscroft  : 

Friday  mornings 

10.0  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Church  Hall,  Station  Road,  Dunscroft 

Hatfield  : 

Wednesday  afternoons 

1.30  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Victoria  Hall,  High  Street,  Hatfield  Monday  mornings 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Thome  : 

10.0  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Temperance  Institute,  Thorne 

Moorends  : 

Wednesday  afternoons 

1.45  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Northgate,  Moorends  Tuesday  ,, 

Stainforth: 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Church  Road, 

1.45  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Stainforth 

Dunscroft  : 

Wednesday  „ 

1.45  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Church  Hall,  Station  Road,  Dunscroft 

Hatfield  : 

Tuesday  ,, 

1.45  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

Victoria  Hall,  High  Street,  Hatfield 

Monday  „ 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Age  Group: 

0—15 

15—25 

25—45 

45  and  over  ... 


SCHOOL  CLINICS 


Thorne  : 

Temperance  Institute,  Thorne 
South  End  Primary  School 

Moorends  : 

West  Road  Infants 
Secondary  Modern  Girls’  School 


Stainforth: 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Church  Road, 
Stainforth 

Dunscroft  : 

Church  Hall,  Station  Road,  Dunscroft 

Hatfield  Dunsville  School 

Hatfield  : 

Secondary  Modern  School 
Hatfield  Woodhouse  Junior  School 


Tuesday  mornings 
Wednesday  „ 

Wednesday  ,, 
Monday  ,, 
Thursday  „ 

Monday  ,, 
Wednesday  „ 

Tuesday  „ 
Thursday  „ 

Wednesday  „ 

Tuesday  ,, 
Monday  ,, 


9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 


9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 
9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 


SPECIALISTS’  CLINICS 

(Attendances  made  by  appointment  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Council  Offices,  Thorne) 


Paediatric  Clinic: 

Ophthalmic  Clinic: 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic: 
Orthopaedic  Clinic: 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic: 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic: 

Child  Guidance  Clinic: 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation: 


Every  2nd  Thursday 
Every  Friday  morning 
Every  2nd  Wednesday 
Every  2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
Every  Monday 
Every  Thursday 
Every  Monday  and  alternate 


9.15  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

1.30  p.m.  to  4.  0  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 
9.20  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Wednesdays 
As  necessary 
As  necessary 


and  1.30  p.m.  to  4.  0  p.m. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 

These  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield. 

The  examinations  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  include  those  for  milk,  water  and 
other  biological  tests  in  connection  with  the  clinical  services. 

The  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  arrange  for  the  blood  examinations  for  the 
ante-natal  clinics.  Occasionally,  use  is  made  of  the  pregnancy  diagnosis  laboratory  at 
Edinburgh. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

All  cases  requiring  this  service,  including  infectious  diseases,  are  now  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Council  Ambulance  Depot,  Bentley,  near  Doncaster.  Telephone  number: 
Doncaster  49468. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

There  is  no  Centre  for  Venereal  Disease  in  this  area,  the  nearest  Centre  being  at 
the  Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary. 

TUBERCULOSIS  — PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

For  a  discussion  of  this,  refer  to  the  section  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  ATTENDANCES 


Infant  welfare  clinics  are  held  at  premises  as  shown  under  the  heading  “  Clinic 
Arrangements.” 

They  are  all  staffed  by  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  2  Health  Visitors, 
with  assistance  from  voluntary  workers. 


Below  are  details  of  attendances  in  1953: 

Number  of 
Children  who 

First 

Clinic  situated  at 

attended 

Attendance 

Thorne 

270 

105 

Moorends 

205 

95 

Stainforth 

293 

132 

Dunscroft 

291 

135 

Hatfield  (opened  9/2/53) 

144 

88 

1203 

555 

Total 

Attendances 

988 

1660 

2463 

1569 

922 


7602 


As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  there  was  a  growing  need  for  a  Child  Welfare 
Centre  to  be  established  in  Hatfield.  After  lengthy  negotiations  it  was  finally  agreed  that 
the  Centre  at  the  Lindholme  R.A.F.  Station  be  closed  and  a  new  clinic  established  in  Hat¬ 
field.  This  was  done  on  the  9th  February,  1953. 

Notice  boards  have  been -erected  outside  all  clinic  premises  indicating  times  and 
days  of  clinics. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

The  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  for  this  area  is  seven. 


Two  newly-qualified  Health  Visitors  were  appointed  during  the  year.  The  areas 
which  these  nurses  cover  are  as  follows: 


Area  Covered 


Mrs.  I.  J.  Chappell 
Miss  P.  B.  Mabbit 

Mrs.  W.  Smith  \ 

Miss  S.  Willett  / 

Miss  S.  Macphail 
Mrs.  I.  Will 


Dunscroft  and  small  portion  of  Stainforth. 
Dunsville,  Hatfield,  Hatfield  Woodhouse, 
Lindholme,  etc. 

Thome. 

Moorends  and  Sykehouse. 

Stainforth  and  Fishlake. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  one  Assistant  Health  Visitor  is  employed  on  tuber¬ 
culosis,  care  and  after-care  work  for  the  whole  of  the  area. 


Visits  made  during  1953  are  as  follows: 

First  Visits  Total  Visits 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  81  ...  88 

Children  under  1  year  of  age  . . .  698  . . .  1820 

Children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age  -  ...  3133 

Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  •••  1805 


779  6846 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  undermentioned  Nurses  are  employed  as  at  30/6/1954 : 


Name 

Mrs.  D.  Cameron  (Queen’s) 

Mrs.  J.  Cawthrow  (S.R.N.) 

Mrs.  P.  Moulds  (S.R.N.) 

Miss  A.  K.  Schuller  (Queen’s) 
Mrs.  A.  G.  M.  Wagstaff  (S.R.N.) 


Address 

7  Ramskir  View,  Stainforth 
6  Market  Place,  Thorne 
61  Oldfield  Crescent,  Stainforth 
49  High  Street,  Hatfield 
44  The  Fairway,  Moorends 


Tel.  No. 
Stainforth  475 
Thome  3221 
Stainforth  370 
„  375 

Thome  2157 


During  1953,  nurses  attended  cases  as  shown  below.  Details  of  previous  years  are 
also  shown  for  comparison. 


Number  of  individual  cases 

1953 

attended 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

by  all  nurses  ... 

.  1200 

889 

696 

480 

402 

N/A 

Number  of  visits  made 

.  18085 

18553 

15821 

11738 

10093 

1760 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


The  following  list  shows  the  midwives  practising  in  this  area,  all  of  whom  are  em- 

ployed  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council: 

Name 

Address 

Tel.  No. 

Miss  R.  Autherson 

17  Durham  Avenue,  Thorne 

Thome  3147 

Miss  E.  Cliffe 

5  Millcroft  Crescent,  Hatfield 

Stainforth  241 

Mrs.  M.  Davidson 

106  Doncaster  Road,  Hatfield 

247 

Mrs.  E.  Gorst 

1  Southfield  Road,  Thorne 

Thorne  2130 

Mrs.  S.  Kenyon 

40  Princess  Avenue,  Stainforth 

Stainforth  224 

Mrs.  V.  L.  C.  Smith 

“  Relay  House,”  King  Edward  Road, 

Thorne 

Thorne  3120 

Mrs.  M.  Walker 

38  South  Road,  Moorends 

„  3191 

Details  of  work  carried  out  during  1953  are  set  out  below : 
(i)  Number  of  deliveries — 

Live  Births  ...  . 

Still  Births  ...  . 


455 

10 


(ii)  Number  of  women  discharged  from  hospital  to  care  of  midwife  before 

the  14th  day  ...  . 

(iii)  Number  of  times  midwives  summoned  medical  aid  to  their  cases 

(iv)  Number  of  Cases — 

where  Gas  and  Air  was  administered  ...  . 

where  Pethidine  was  administered 


37 

163 

277 

203 


Two  midwives  attended  a  special  course  of  training  in  the  methods  of  relaxation. 
Four  midwives  are  now  trained  in  these  methods  and  special  classes  are  held  at  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  each  ante-natal  clinic. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  again  report  that  there  has  been  no  maternal  death  during 
the  year. 

In  the  report  of  1952  attention  was  drawn  to  the  remarkable  rise  in  the  number  of 
births  at  which  facilities  for  the  relief  of  pain  were  used.  This  tendency  has  continued, 
and  during  the  present  year  Gas  and  Air  or  Pethidine  were  used  in  practically  all  the 
domiciliary  births. 

There  has  been  a  continued  tendency  for  the  administration  of  Pethidine  to  replace 
the  Gas  and  Air  machine,  probably  due  to  its  greater  efficiency  and  ease  of  administration. 
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ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 


Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  in  premises  as  shown  under  the  heading  “  Clinic 
Arrangements.” 

Each  clinic  is  staffed  with  a  medical  officer  and  two  midwives. 

The  following  figures  give  an  indication  as  to  the  number  of  attendances  during 
the  year. 


ANTE-NATAL  POST-NATAL 


Number  of  women 

Total 

Number  of  women 

Total 

Clinic 

who  attended 

attendances 

who  attended 

attendances 

Thorne 

117 

465 

6 

6 

Moorends  . . . 

97 

678 

27 

27 

Stainforth 

174 

693 

6 

6 

Dunscroft 

183 

690 

29 

31 

Hatfield 

73 

347 

9 

10 

644 

2873 

77 

80 

PREMATURE  BABIES 

Set  out  below  are  brief  details  of  the  65  premature  babies  born  during  1953: 


Under  3  lb. 

3  -  4  lb. 

4  -  5-g-  lb. 


TOTAL  BORN 

Of  Those  Born 

Alive 

Dead 

Alive 

Number  who 
died  under 
28  days  old 

Number 
who  survived 
over  28  days 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

2 

3 

19 

30 

- 

49 

3 

4 

23 

35 

- 

58 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  noted  that  58  children  were  born  prematurely  (i.e., 
had  a  birth  weight  of  under  5|lb.)  and  all  survived  the  statistical  period  of  28  days  —  a 
remarkable  and  most  unusual  occurrence  and  one  which  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  all 
concerned  with  this  problem. 

Two  midwives  in  this  area  are  specially  trained  in  the  care  of  premature  babies 
(i.e.  under  5-|-lb.  at  birth)  and  have  at  their  disposal  the  use  of  a  mobile  special  premature 
baby  cot,  fully  equipped  to  deal  with  any  emergency  which  may  arise.  During  1953  this 
equipment  was  called  out  on  six  occasions. 


13 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Type  of  Cases 

attended 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Cases 

Hrs. 

Wkd. 

Cases 

Hrs. 

Wkd. 

Cases 

Hrs. 

Wkd. 

Cases 

Hrs. 

Wkd. 

Cases 

Hrs. 

Wkd. 

Maternity  . 

62 

6619 

54 

6184 

63 

6930 

69 

5137 

32 

Tuberculosis 

5 

847 

1 

120 

2 

343 

Chronic  Sick  (inclu¬ 
ding  aged  &  infirm) 

80 

14161 

63 

12422 

62 

12159 

29 

3568 

6 

Others  . 

33 

5432 

36 

5849 

46 

4476 

20 

2686 

6 

180 

27059 

154 

24575 

171 

23565 

120 

11734 

44 

N/A 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  the  service  has  continued  to  expand  during  the  year 
— the  point  has  now  been  reached  where  rationing  of  hours  has  had  to  be  introduced  to 
render  service  to  as  many  cases  as  possible. 


The  demands  on  the  service  have  continued  to  increase  to  the  time  of  writing  this 
report,  and  the  service  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  administer  due  to  the  limita¬ 
tion  of  working  hours  imposed  by  the  County  Council. 

The  expansion  of  this  service,  especially  in  the  field  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick, 
has  been  one  of  the  major  advances  in  public  health  in  recent  years.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  with  an  ageing  population  the  service  has  definitely  come  to  stay  and  will  play  an 
increasing  part  in  the  alleviation  of  much  hardship  among  this  group  of  the  community 
in  the  future. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  immunisations  carried  out  during  1953, 
together  with  figures  for  the  five  previous  years: 


PRIMARY  COURSES: 
0  -  5  years  old 
5-15  years  old 


REFRESHER  COURSES: 
5  - 15  years  old 


1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

221 

227 

277 

288 

305 

252 

385 

361 

161 

104 

93 

82 

606 

588 

438 

392 

398 

334 

499 

629 

425 

142 

309 

4 

As  will  be  seen,  the  number  of  children  primarily  immunised  continues  to  rise,  the 
figure  for  1953  (606)  being  a  rise  of  18  on  the  previous  year.  If  this  figure  can  be  main¬ 
tained  then  the  proportion  of  the  population  immunised  will  eventually  reach  over  80%. 
well  above  the  proportion  which  is  usually  considered  adequate  for  the  prevention  of  an 
epidemic. 

However,  this  does  not  guard  against  the  isolated  case  amongst  those  not 
immunised. 

In  spite  of  all  propaganda  both  generally  and  locally  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
apathy  among  many  parents  regarding  this  important  matter. 

This  lack  of  parental  interest  has  greatly  increased  the  importance  of  the 
immunisation  carried  out  in  schools,  and  this  has  fortunately  continued  to  be  very  satis¬ 
factory  due  to  the  whole-hearted  efforts  of  the  school  teachers  and  nurses  in  seeking  the 
consent  of  the  parents  to  this  procedure  being  carried  out  on  their  children. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Vaccinations  carried  out  during  1953  are  shown  below,  together  with  details  of  the 
vaccinations  done  in  the  five  previous  years : 


1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

VACCINATIONS: 

0  -  5  years  old 

150 

109 

136 

109 

112 

19 

5  - 15  years  old 

10 

5 

11 

20 

18 

3 

16  years  and  over 

8 

16 

25 

72 

39 

7 

168 

130 

172 

201 

169 

29 

RE-VACCINATIONS : 

0  -  5  years  old 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

— 

5-15  years  old 

2 

3 

- 

- 

5 

2 

16  years  and  over 

20 

17 

13 

1 

11 

2 

22 

20 

16 

1 

17 

4 

The  number  of  vaccinations  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  has  risen  h-y  40^ 
over  the  previous  year  and  now  means  that  approximately  one  in  every  five  children  is 
being  so  protected  against  smallpox. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 

Under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  County  Council  agreed  to  include  arrangements  for  immunisation  against 
whooping  cough.  This  took  effect  from  the  1st  April,  1952. 

During  1952  and  1953,  8  and  34  immunisations  respectively  were  carried  out  and 
of  those  done  in  1953  three  contracted  whooping  cough. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  is  carried  out  by  the  medical  officers  at  the 
child  welfare  centres. 

ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC 

Two  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the  Thorne  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Any  child  requiring  treatment  is  notified  to  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  when  an 
appointment  for  attendance  is  made. 

Details  of  attendances  for  1953  are  as  follows: 


AGE  GROUPS 

0-5 

5-15 

Others 

Total 

Referred  for  treatment  by: 

General  Practitioners 

15 

57 

at 

72 

School  Medical  Officers 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Child  Welfare  Centres. . . 

18 

12 

— 

30 

Other  Sources  ... 

26 

33 

- 

59 

59 

105 

- 

164 

• 

Number  who  attended  clinic... 

55 

105 

_ 

160 

Number  of  attendances  made. . . 

720 

1735 

— 

2455 
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CONVALESCENT  HOME  TREATMENT 

The  County  Council  provide  convalescence  for  patients  in  need  of  such  care. 

All  applications,  supported  by  a  doctor’s  certificate,  are  forwarded  to  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Health  Office  for  attention. 

The  number  of  patients  who  proceeded  on  convalescence  is  as  follows: 

1953  1952  1951  1950  1949 

10  7  7  12  1 

SECTION  47  —  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

During  1953  one  case  was  dealt  with  under  Section  47. 

This  was  an  aged  and  infirm  person  who  was  unable  to  devote  to  himself  proper 
care  and  attention  and  his  removal  to  hospital  was  effected  in  August,  1953. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT 

Dental  treatment  is  available  for  children  of  this  area  by  one  of  the  County  Dental 
Officers  who  visit  the  area. 

During  1953  the  following  children  received  treatment: 

Number  of  children  inspected  .  ...  ...  320 

Number  found  to  need  treatment  .  ...  ...  198 

Number  who  received  treatment  .  ...  ...  189 

Under  the  County  Council  Dental  Scheme  arrangements  are  made  whereby  ex¬ 
pectant  and  nursing  mothers  are  offered  treatment,  either  by  one  of  the  County  Dental 
Officers  or  a  dentist  of  their  own  choice. 

During  1953  the  following  were  provided  with  dental  care : 

Number  referred  for  examination  .  ...  ...  196 

Number  who  received  full  or  part  treatment  ...  ...  100 

Number  who  failed  to  keep  appointments  ...  ...  96 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


1. — Medical  Inspections  of  Schools  : 

During  1953,  the  following  routine  medical  inspections  of  pupils  in  schools  were 
made  by  myself  and  my  assistant : 


Age 

Groups 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Nutrition 

Total  Defects  found  and  which  required 

A 

Good 

B 

Fair 

c 

Poor 

Defect 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Obser¬ 

vation 

Entrants 

658 

133 

525 

- 

Skin . 

12 

28 

Second  . . . 

532 

62 

468 

2 

Eyes  ... 

95 

62 

Third 

512 

41 

469 

2 

Ears  ... 

11 

13 

1702 

236 

1462 

4 

Nose  and  Throat 

34 

53 

Speech 

5 

6 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

13 

Lungs 

6 

17 

Orthopaedic  ... 

5 

14 

• 

Nervous  System 

1 

3 

Psychological 

1 

10 

Others 

19 

18 

16 


2. — Minor  Ailment  Clinics  : 

The  cases  treated  during  the  year  at  the  various  school  clinics  were: 

Ringworm  (  i)  Scalp  . 


„  (ii)  Body  .  2 

Scabies  .  23 

Impetigo  . .  447 

Other  Skin  Diseases  .  119 


CONSULTANT  PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC 

Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey  holds  a  special  clinic  each  month  for  the  children  of  this  area. 
Ten  clinics  were  held  during  1953  in  which  78  children  were  seen. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  by  Dr.  Harvey  with  the  General  Practitioners  and  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CLINIC 


As  stated  in  previous  years,  children  who  require  treatment  are  seen  by  Mr.  H.  M. 
Petty  who  holds  a  clinic  once  monthly  at  the  Doncaster  Royal  Infirmary  by  arrangement 
with  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 


During  1953 — 

Number  of  clinics  held 


11 


0-5 


Number  of  children  seen  by  consultant,  including  those 
continuing  attendance  from  previous  years 

Number  of  children  requiring  operative  treatment  . . . 
Number  who  obtained  operative  treatment  ... 


years 

5-15  years 

11 

142 

9 

105 

11 

91 

HOSPITAL  EYE  SERVICE 

Any  child  found  to  be  needing  attention  to  the  eyes  is  referred  by  the  School 
Health  Service  to  the  Hospital  Eye  Service. 

A  special  clinic  is  held  each  week  for  these  children  in  Doncaster.  During  the  year 
272  children  were  prescribed  glasses. 


SPEECH  THERAPY 

Any  child  requiring  attention  to  his  speech  is  seen  by  the  Speech  Therapist,  who 
holds  weekly  clinics  in  one  of  the  nearby  school  medical  rooms. 

During  the  year  50  new  cases  were  admitted  to  the  clinic  for  treatment,  35  of 
which  were  discharged  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Work  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

All  defectives  under  care  have  been  regularly  visited  by  the  Social  Worker. 

A  group  training  class  is  held  once  weekly  and  good  attendance  has  been  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year. 

The  Social  Worker  also  undertakes  visits  to  patients  discharged  from  mental 
hospitals,  when  desired. 
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The 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


WILLIAM  BELL,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 
Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

H.  MORDUE,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.I.P.H. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  this  report  on  the  work  of  the  department  during  the 

year. 


Housing  : 

1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 


under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  558 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  1454 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ...  ...  nil 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  in¬ 
jurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  556 

2 — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  329 


3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9  and  10  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  165 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

( b)  By  Local  Authority  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts  1936: 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  .  •  •  •  ■  ■  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■  nil 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

One  house  has  been  demolished  and  one  closed  each  by  informal 
action. 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: 

1  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  nil 

2  Number  of  separate  tenementsor  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  .  nil 

4 — Homing  Act,  1936  —  Part  IV  —  Overcrowding : 

(a)  — 1  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  719 

2  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  ...  ...  1478 

3  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  5173 

(b)  — 1  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  ...  61 

( c )  — 1  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  249 

2  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  871 

((f) — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  nil 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  1953. 

1.  State  Aided: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  ...  .  ...  139 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise .  nil 

Public  Utility  Societies  etc .  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(c)  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  .  85 

2.  Without  State  Aid  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Water  Supply  : 

A  piped  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Thorne  and  District  Water  Company  and 
an  estate  of  207  houses  in  Hatfield  is  supplied  from  a  private  borehole.  The  supply  to  all 
dwellings  is  shown  thus: 


Parish 

Houses 

Piped  Supply 

Standpipe 

Wells 

Thome 

4073 

3794 

155 

124 

Hatfield  ... 

... 

2350 

2116 

28 

206 

Stainforth 

... 

1802 

1756 

5 

41 

Fishlake 

... 

185 

131 

- 

54 

Sykehouse 

... 

133 

12 

- 

121 

Total 

8543 

7809 

188 

546 
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The  following  extensions  have  been  completed  during  the  year  and  the  percentage 
of  dwellings  with  a  piped  supply  is  91.41  including  standpipes  93.61  compared  with  90.73 
and  93.04  respectively  in  1952. 


Diameter  Length  in 

Parish  of  pipe  Lineal  Yards 


Crookesbroom  Housing  Estate,  Hatfield  ... 

3" 

344 

Ditto 

4" 

112 

N.C.B.,  Hatfield  . 

3" 

108 

Ditto  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

4" 

683 

Ditto 

6" 

55 

South  Common,  Thorne 

4" 

1212 

Ditto 

6" 

251 

Kirton  Lane,  Thorne  ... 

3" 

80 

South  Bramwith  Extension  ... 

3" 

445 

Ditto  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

4" 

480 

Chemical  Analysis  from  the  main  at: 


HATFIELD 
Total  Solids 
Chloride  ... 

Total  Hardness  . . . 
Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 
Free  Ammonia  . . . 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitrous  Nitrogen 
Nitric  Nitrogen  ... 
P-H . 


Parts  per  million 
200 
20 
90 
Nil 
0.01 
0.01 
Nil 

ap; 


This  water  is  of  good  organic  quality. 


Sewerage  : 


The  approximate  state  of  sewage  disposal  from  dwelling-houses  is  shown  thus: 

Parish 

Houses 

Main 

Drainage 

Pail 

Closets 

Privy 

Midden 

Cesspool 

Septic 

Tank  and 
Filter 

Thorne 

4073 

3757 

203 

90 

23 

_ 

Hatfield 

2350 

2077 

123 

5 

145 

— 

Stainforth  . . . 

1802 

1713 

20 

64 

5 

— 

Fishlake 

185 

— 

49 

112 

7 

17 

Sykehouse 

133 

— 

19 

92 

10 

12 

Total 

8543 

7547 

414 

363 

190 

29 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  closets  converted  during  the  year  to  the 
water  carriage  system. 

Parish  Pail  Privy  Midden 

Thorne  .  10  ...  6 

Stainforth  ...  ...  ...  5  ...  - 

Hatfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  ...  - 

Total...  ...  20  ...  6 
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PRIVIES 


with 


Premises 

Water 

Closets 

with  open 
middens 

covered 

middens 

Pails 

Total 

Dwelling-houses 

8156 

38 

331 

414 

8939 

Commercial  Premises 

423 

- 

3 

40 

466 

Schools 

279 

- 

6 

22 

307 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses... 

150 

- 

- 

6 

156 

Public  Conveniences 

12 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Total 

9020 

38 

340 

482 

9880 

No.  of  water  closets  constructed  in  1952  for  new  houses  ...  ...  249 

No.  of  dwellings  having  one  water  closet  on  main  drainage  ...  7547 

No.  of  dwellings  having  two  water  closets  on  main  drainage  ...  609 

No.  of  water  closets  in  the  district  on  main  drainage  ...  ...  9020 

No.  of  closets  in  the  district  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  9880 

Percentage  of  dwellings  with  closets  on  main  drainage  ...  ...  88.34 

Percentage  of  closets  in  all  premises  on  the  water  carriage  system 

of  main  drainage  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  91.30 

Percentage  of  closets  in  dwellings  on  main  drainage  .  95.47 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  for  the  following  information: 

Sewer  extension  during  the  year  included  the  storm  water  drain  at  the  South 
Common  Estate,  Thorne  and  improvement  of  defective  sewers  was  carried  out  at  Station 
Road  and  Bootham  Lane,  Hatfield.  Re-drainage  work  carried  out  included  new  pumping 
stations  at  Bootham  Lane,  South  Common  and  Moorends. 


Milk  Sampling  : 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS : 

Number 

Number 

Test 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Methylene  Blue  ... 

.  6 

8 

Biological 

.  14 

— 

Phosphatase 

.  7 

.  .  — 

Total  27 

8 

Ice  Cream  : 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  ...  117 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  .  ...  ...  •••  119 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination : 

Grade  1  .  4 

Grade  2  ...  ...  2 

Grade  3  ...  ...  7 

Grade  4  .  3 

There  is  in  Thorne  an  H.T.S.T.  pasteurising  plant  with  a  laboratory  and  as  other 
firms  retail  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  it  is  estimated  that  99%  of  the  milk  supplied 
in  the  district  is  bottled,  approximately  94%  is  heat  treated  and  of  the  remainder  much 
is  tuberculin  tested  and  accredited  which  in  a  rural  district  is  very  satisfactory. 
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Public  Cleansing  : 

The  service  is  being  maintained  satisfactorily  by  a  self-contained  unit  of  a  750 
gallon  cesspool  emptier  adapted  for  the  collection  of  night  soil,  six  refuse  collection 
vehicles,  each  7  cubic  yards  capacity,  two  of  which  can  be  similarly  adapted,  a  utility 
vehicle,  garage,  workshop,  stores  and  petrol  pump. 

Efficient  maintenance  and  an  adequate  stock  of  spare  parts  has  reduced  the  loss 
of  working  time  to  a  minimum. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  life  of  the 
tips  is  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  collection  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  provision  of  dustbins  by  the  Council  as  a  charge  against  the  general  rate  fund 
has  proved  successful  for  the  past  four  years  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  scheme  is  a 
useful  contribution  for  the  public  health. 

Movable  Dwellings  : 

Because  of  the  housing  shortage  the  number  increases,  many  having  only  a  sem¬ 
blance  of  mobility  and  are  controlled  particularly  with  regard  to  siting  and  sanitary 
conditions. 

Four  sites  with  services  contain  the  majority  of  the  vans  thus  partially  alleviating 
the  problem  of  scattered  dwellings. 

Food  Inspection  : 

Two  tons,  10  cwts.,  and  97  lb.  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Slaughterhouses  : 

Slaughtering  for  the  area  is  now  done  at  Doncaster. 

Bakehouses  : 

There  are  seven  registered,  and  routine  inspection  has  shown  them  to  be  in  a 

latisfactory  condition. 

Shops  Act,  1934  and  1950  : 

Number  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  during  1951  ...  ...  61 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  5 

Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  5 

factories  Act,  1937  : 

There  are  71  factories  in  the  district  and  inspection  has  shown  them  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

Canal  Boats  : 

177  are  registered  and  27  have  been  inspected. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction  Act)  1919  Infestation  Order,  1934  : 

Destruction  measures  taken  include  the  gassing  of  Dunscroft,  Dunsville,  Moorends 
and  Thorne  tips  and  the  treatment  of  sewers.  Infestations  in  dwellings  and  commercial 
premises  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  public  welcome  the  service. 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  •••  234 

No.  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  33 

Atmospheric  Pollution  : 

The  results  shown  by  the  apparatus  at  the  Council  Offices  of  deposited  smoke  and 
solids  compares  favourably  with  other  similar  stations  in  the  country. 

It  would  appear  that  some  form  of  control  is  needed  in  relation  to  the  emission  of 
excessive  fumes  from  road  vehicles  particularly  those  with  diesel  engines. 
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Whether  or  not  the  engine  design  is  generally  unsatisfactory  or  many  lack  efficient 
maintenance  it  has  unfortunately  become  an  accepted  thing  to  see  exhausts  of  these 
vehicles  pouring  out  dense  clouds  of  black  fumes  which  can  readily  be  appreciated  even 
?rom  the  interior  of  a  following  car. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  suspected  carcinogenic  and  irritant  properties  of  cer¬ 
tain  gases  and  suspended  solids  in  the  atmosphere  and  any  step  towards  their  reduction 
from  whatever  the  source  will  be  a  contribution  towards  better  health. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  research  being  undertaken  into  the  problem  will  reduce  this 
foim  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

Some  form  whereby  any  offending  vehicle  would  be  prohibited  to  be  moved  under 
its  own  power  while  excessively  emitting  any  form  of  fumes  would  be  a  drastic  improve- 
ment- 


R.  L.  Crowther,  Printer,  10  Sunny  Bar,  Doncaster.  Telephone  2671 
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